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                   MGCCA


Major Rule Changes – February 2007

Rule No.
18. Each club must adhere to a fixed procedure for the allocation of courts for all matches.  Matches may only be played on courts to which they are allocated by this procedure.  The use of outside courts for semi finals, finals and grand finals is not permitted unless the number of home teams exceed the number of club courts, or when home courts are unplayable.
26.
(a)
At the end of the preliminary rounds the position of the teams in each division 
shall be decided on points.  In the event of two or more teams being equal in 
points, their relative positions shall be decided by the percentage of sets won or in 
the event of them being equal, by the percentage of games won.  In Autumn 
Badge the leading 4 teams will then play semi finals, the winners of which will 
play the final.



In Autumn Badge the minor premier (i.e. the team with a lead of at least ½ point 
at the end of the preliminary rounds) if defeated in semi final or final matches, 
shall have the right to challenge the winner of the final to decide the winner of the 
section.



The draw for the semi finals, finals and grand finals shall be as follows (home 
team mentioned first):

· Semi Finals: 1 v 4; 2 v 3

· Finals:  Main Badge 2or 3 v 1 or 4

· Spring Badge: 1 v 2 or 3; or 2 or 3 v 4

· Grand Final:  Minor premier v winner of final

· (Note:  Grand finals are not played in Spring Badge Competition)


To participate in semi finals, a team shall consist of at least two players who have 
played in not less than half of the preliminary round matches and other players 
who have played in at least three of such matches (two for Spring Badge), except 
with the approval of the Grade Committee Coordinator.  In the event that the              
competition consists of more than 18 rounds the necessary number of
matches is increased to four.
(b) For women’s matches the following will apply in interpreting the foregoing:

i. In the event of a team not having four eligible players available for semi finals or finals, a player may be borrowed from a lower team, but cannot have played in a semi final in that grade, and the player to be borrowed has played at least three matches for her original team.

ii. For cases where the lowest graded team does not have four eligible players available for semi finals or finals, members of that club not in that team and not from a higher grade may be nominated to the Grade Committee Coordinator.  The Executive and the Grade Committee Coordinator would then determine the eligibility for each player.
iii. Permission to borrow players for semifinals and finals must be obtained from the Grade Committee Coordinator.
iv. If any ineligible player takes part in a semi final or final the match will be forfeited to the non-offending team.
30. The Captain of the Home Team is responsible for forwarding the result form for each match to the nominated Tennis NSW Competition Manager to reach him no later than the Tuesday following the match.  Any Club not complying with this rule may be fined fifty dollars ($50) and may be debarred from further competition until the fine has been paid and the results lodged.  For Saturday matches results are also to be phoned through as specified on the Result Sheet.

43. Heat Rule – During a Badge Competition match play will be suspended while the air temperature at the venue is 35 degrees centigrade or above. Both team captains may agree to lift the suspension if they consider the conditions at the venue do not warrant it.
AUTUMN SATURDAY BADGE DUAL COURT FORMAT ADDENDUM
8. Women’s grade 1/1 and Men’s grade 1/1 play their matches in the second session (B) except where it is played on a single court. These 1/1 matches can be continued past 15 minutes after sunset if both captains agree.
13. For dual court matches the first set will be forfeited if a team does not have a pair ready to play 5 minutes after the starting time. The second set will be forfeited 25 minutes (incl. warm up) after the first set is forfeited (ie. 30 minutes after starting time). Any team that does not have a pair ready to play at the conclusion of the first rubbers or, at the latest, 60 minutes after the scheduled starting time, will forfeit such remaining sets. This rule will apply to both courts/rubbers.

18. In the event of any player becoming incapacitated through injury or illness during the progress of the match, a substitute shall be allowed providing the substitute is registered and entitled to play according to the rules and conditions.

If the substitute is available within 10 minutes, the set is to be resumed from the exact position in which the match stood when the player became incapacitated and all sets will continue in their normal sequence.
If the substitute is not available within 10 minutes but is available for play within 30 minutes, the incomplete set will be forfeited by the team whose player was                                           incapacitated and play will continue with any unaffected sets played in their correct sequence.
Once a substitute is available, both captains shall make every effort to complete any remaining sets involving the substitute player without delay up until the scheduled finish time of the match.

Any sets involving the substitute player which have not been started or are incomplete at the scheduled finish time of the match will be forfeited to the opposing team.
